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Water resources here include only
freshwater, because saline (sea) water
requires treatment before most uses.

Only 43 600 cublic kilometres of
freshwater is available as a resource
each year, despite more than twice
this amount falling as precipitation
(rain and snow). Much is lost through
evaporation. Those countries with
higher rainfall often have larger water
resources. Of all the water available,
the regions of South America and Asia
Pacific have the most.

People living in Kuwait use sea water
that is processed at a desalination
plant. As such Kuwait has no area on
this map because there are no
freshwater resources there.

Territory size shows the proportion of all worldwide
freshwater resources found there,
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“The Amazonian basin, where ten of the rwenty largest rivers in the world are to be found ... represents one
fifth of the entire fresh water reserves of the planet. ” Brazilian Government’s Ministry of External Affairs, 2002
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Water for domestic purposes includes
drinking water, use for public services,
commercial service establishments
(such as hotels), and homes. 325 billion
cubic metres of water are so used
worldwide each year. The world
average water use per person is 52
cubic metres per year.

There is huge variation in water use
per person. Between 1987 and 2003
people living in Cambodia, where the
majority do not have access to
improved water supplies, used an
average of 1.8 cubic metres of water
each. People in Costa Rica used one
hundred times more. The residents of
Australia on average each use another
300 cubic metres again per year - much
to water their lawns and fill pools.

Territory size shows the proportion of all water used for
domestic purposes that was used there.
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cubic metres of domestic water use per person per year, 1987-2003*

“I remember when I was 14, carrying a 20 Ltre water can on my head, filling it from a river some thirty minutes
away. When I came to Canada, I was shocked by the extravagant use of water here.” Sieru Efrem, 2003
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Between 1987 and 2003 roughly twice
as much water was used by industries
than was used for what is classed as
domestic purposes: on average 665
billion cubic metres per year. Just
under a third of this water usage was
recorded in the United States. Just
under a thirtieth was used by all 19
territories of Southeastern Africa.

Central Africa, Southeastern Africa,
Southern Asia, Northern Africa and
Asia Pacific all have low per person
industrial water use. These regions
also are small on the map as the total
volume of water used for industrial
purposes is relatively low, because the
industries that are in these regions
together use relatively little water.

Territory size shows the proportion of all water used for
industrial purposes that was used there, 1987 to 2003,
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“More than one-half of the world’s major rivers are being seriously depleted and polluted, degrading and poisoning
the surrounding ecosystems, thus threatening the health and hivelihood of people ...” Ismail Serageldin, 1999
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Between 1987 and 2003, on average
2.4 trillion cubic metres of water were
used for agricultural purposes a year.
Agricultural water includes that for
irrigation and for livestock rearing.

Much of the water used for
agriculture is required in Asian
territories such as India, Pakistan,
Nepal, China, the Philippines,
Indonesia, Japan and Vietnam. There
is also high per person water use in
the Middle Eastern territories of Iran,
Iraq, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,
Kazakstan and Afghanistan.

Agricultural consumption of water
resources is less where rainfall is
regular, temperatures are moderate
or low, fewer crops are grown, and
few animals are reared.
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“The wrrigated rice demands a regular flow of water; while millet and sorghum require a river that rises and
alls naturally with the seasonal rains.” Barbara Chasin, 1981
34
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Guayaquil

ECUADOR - €036

bidonville.
pek e Windhoek
Riode Janeiro
BRASILE « €0,84
San Paolo
Santiago o
CILE'R.E!g

Buenos Aires
ARGENTINA - €0,10

Citta del Capo

SUDAFRICA « €0,80

JEROME COOKSON, MOLLY SNOWBERGER, JOHN
TOMANIO, NGM

FONTE: GLOBAL WATER INTELLIGENCE

66
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Costo dell'acqua al consumatore per citta (2009)
Prezzo al metro cubo, calcolato su un consumo di circa 15 metri cubi al mese.
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